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Now, if that is not enough to grab 

our assets and threaten our liberty, 
when questioned, the White House said, 
‘‘no comment.’’ 

Unbelievable, Mr. Speaker. China 
steals our secrets and the only re-
sponse we get is ‘‘no comment.’’ Beam 
me up. 

It is time for a congressional inves-
tigation into this communist China 
business. It is time to pass the supple-
mental and make sure we have an ade-
quate military, because we certainly 
have a super threat staring us right in 
the eye. 

With that, I yield back any backbone 
we have left. 

f 

FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY FOR 
ENSLAVED PEOPLE OF CUBA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
tomorrow at 1 p.m. in Room 2200 of the 
Rayburn Building, the House of Rep-
resentatives will have a unique oppor-
tunity to meet modern-day heroes. 

Angel Cuadra, Carmen Arias, Alberto 
Grau Sierra, and Ana Lazara Rodriquez 
are men and women of principle, lovers 
of freedom and democracy, defenders of 
human and civil liberties. 

In Castro’s island prison, they risked 
their freedom, their lives, to speak out 
against the inhumanity and brutal in-
justices that that regime imposes upon 
the people of Cuba. They bring with 
them not only a message of hope about 
the Cuban people’s struggle against the 
cruel nature of the oppressive Castro 
regime, but also a message from those 
who still languish in Cuban jails for ex-
pressing their God-given rights as free 
human beings. 

I welcome all Members and visitors 
to join us tomorrow at 1 p.m. in room 
2200 of the Rayburn Building to listen 
to their testimonials and in rendering 
our support for their continuing strug-
gle for freedom and democracy for the 
enslaved people of Cuba. 

f 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN 
NORTH KOREA 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to protest the horrifying human rights 
violations in North Korea. 

I recently met with three courageous 
individuals who escaped from prison 
camps in North Korea. They describe 
prisoners being beaten, tortured, used 
as targets for prison guards’ practice of 
martial arts, and forced to watch the 
execution of ‘‘enemies of the state,’’ 
such as peaceful religious believers. 

The government of the North Korea 
will not discuss the existence of these 

prison camps, yet we know from eye-
witness accounts that these places of 
death exist. Despite the fact that 
groups of people are brought to the 
prison camps each day, the prison 
camp population remains the same. 
What happens to these prisoners? 

Mr. Speaker, these prison camps 
must be abolished without further 
death and destruction to the people in-
side them. Our government must urge 
the North Korean government to cease 
these human rights violations. 

f 

TIME IS NOW TO REPEAL THE 
DEATH TAX 

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, it 
is time to repeal the death tax. 

Under the guise of making the rich 
pay their fair share, this unfair tax is 
leading to the demise of small, family-
owned businesses and the elimination 
of good paying jobs. 

According to the Center for the 
Study of Taxation, 70 percent of family 
businesses do not survive through the 
second generation and 87 percent can-
not survive through the third. This is 
because family members often must 
downsize, must liquidate, and some-
times sell the business outright to pay 
the death taxes, which can reach as 
high as 57 percent of the estate in ques-
tion. 

It also must be pointed out that the 
death tax represents double and some-
times triple taxation. While every 
American has a duty to pay taxes, it is 
simply wrong for the Federal Govern-
ment to tax the same money time and 
time again. 

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced a bill 
to eliminate the Federal estate tax. 
This bill will restore fairness to our 
Tax Code, protect family-owned busi-
nesses, and encourage saving and in-
vestment. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it.

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL BILL 
(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve it was Mark Twain who once ob-
served that, of all of God’s creations, 
man is the only one who can blush, or 
needs to. 

I raise that issue today as we talk 
about the emergency supplemental 
spending bill. In this bill, my col-
leagues, there are emergencies such as 
$70 million for livestock assistance, in-
cluding reindeer research. Now, maybe 
that is appropriate underneath this 
Christmas tree. There is $26 million 
that is an emergency for Alaskan crab 
fishermen. There is $1.5 million to fill 
the San Carlos Lake in Arizona. 

Mr. Speaker, those are not emer-
gencies, and worse, in that they are not 
offset with other spending in other 
parts of the budget. What it means is, 
unlike the budget resolution which we 
passed just a little over a month ago, 
we are going to start taking money out 
of the Social Security Trust Fund to 
fund some of these ‘‘emergencies.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we are losing the battle 
on the spending caps. We are losing the 
battle on the Social Security Trust 
Fund. I hope that we are not going to 
lose our ability to blush. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF EMERGENCY 
WITH RESPECT TO BURMA—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 106–67) 

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida) laid before the House 
the following message from the Presi-
dent of the United States; which was 
read and, together with the accom-
panying papers, without objection, re-
ferred to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations and ordered to be 
printed.
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the emergency declared 
with respect to Burma is to continue in 
effect beyond May 20, 1999. 

As long as the Government of Burma 
continues its policies of committing 
large-scale repression of the demo-
cratic opposition in Burma, this situa-
tion continues to pose an unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national 
security and foreign policy of the 
United States. For this reason, I have 
determined that it is necessary to 
maintain in force these emergency au-
thorities beyond May 20, 1999. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 18, 1999. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 5 p.m.

f 

b 1707 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
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